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Homeless 
mental 
patients 
could get 
a payout 


m Those who were shipped 
out by a Las Vegas 
psychiatric hospital have 
been certified as a legal 
“class” by Nevada courts. 


BY CYNTHIA HUBERT 
chubert@sacbee.com 


Mentally ill people who 
were cast out of a Las Vegas 
psychiatric hospital and is- 
sued Greyhound bus tickets 
to cities across the country 
without proper consent, care 
or planning soon will have 
their day in court. 

A Nevada court has ruled 
that James Flavy Coy Brown, 
whose 2013 bus trip took him 
to Sacramento, and potential- 
ly hundreds of others who 
had similar experiences, may 
as a group pursue damages 
against Rawson-Neal 
Psychiatric Hospital in Las 
Vegas, Southern Nevada 
Adult Mental Health Serv- 
ices, which oversees the hos- 
pital, and various treatment 
professionals. 

Sacramento attorney Mark 
Merin filed the class-action 
lawsuit on behalf of Brown 
and others who allegedly 
were victims of "Greyhound 
therapy," or patient dumping, 
by the state's primary psychi- 
atric hospital. 

Martha Framsted, spokes- 
woman for the Nevada De- 
partment of Health and Hu- 
man Services, declined Tues- 
day to comment on the latest 
legal action. 

The Clark County District 
Court granted class-action 
status to the lawsuit's plain- 
tiffs this week after years of 
legal wrangling. Merin now 
will launch an intensive 
search for Rawson-Neal pa- 
tients, many of them home- 
less and psychotic, who were 
issued one-way Greyhound 
tickets by the hospital. 

The Sacramento Bee docu- 
mented Brown's story 
beginning in 2013. 
Subsequent investigations by 
the newspaper found that 
Rawson-Neal regularly dis- 
charged homeless patients 
via Greyhound bus, some- 
times to places where they 
had never been and had no 
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The FTC is investigating 
whether it violated a deal 
on data privacy after 
reports that 50 million 
users’ information was 
improperly obtained. 4A 


Police killed man with 
20 shots in his backyard 
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Sequita Thompson looks out her window and recounts the horror of seeing her grandson Stephan Clark dead. “He was at the wrong place at 
the wrong time in his own backyard?” Thompson said Tuesday. “C’mon now, they didn’t have to do that.” 


Officers thought he had gun, but it was cellphone 


BY NASHELLY CHAVEZ, BENJY EGEL 
AND ANITA CHABRIA 


nchavez@sacbee.com 


tephan Clark was hold- 
ing only his cellphone 
when he was fatally shot 
Sunday night by two 
Sacramento Police officers who 
fired at him 20 times, the de- 
partment said Tuesday. 

Department officials on Tues- 
day offered more details about 
what happened in the moments 
before Clark, 22, encountered 
officers in the backyard of the 
south Sacramento home where 
he was staying with his grand- 
parents. 

Clark’s family members, 
meanwhile, flooded his grand- 
parent’s spacious, two-story 
stucco and brick house on Tues- 
day, demanding answers on 
what led up to the fatal shoot- 
ing. His grandmother, Sequita 
Thompson, pointed from a 
living room window to the spot 
where Clark was found. 

A few feet away in the dining 


Stephan Clark and sons Aiden Clark, 3, and Cairo Clark, 1, are seen in 
a family photo at a grandmother’s house. 


room, the walls were covered 
with framed photos of family 
members, including Clark. 

“He was at the wrong place at 
the wrong time in his own back- 


yard?,” Thompson said Tues- 
day. “C’mon now, they didn’t 
have to do that.” 

Police arrived at the 7500 
block of 29th Street at about 


9:18 p.m. Sunday, responding to 
a 911 call that a man was break- 
ing into vehicles, according to 
the department. A Sacramento 
County Sheriff’s department 
helicopter had also responded. 

Deputies in the helicopter 
reported seeing a man armed 
with a “tool bar” in a nearby 
backyard and began to direct 
ground officers to that location. 

The airborne deputies said 
they saw the man use the “tool 
bar” to break a window, which 
police later said was the rear 
sliding glass door in an occupied 
home on the 7500 block of 29th 
Street. 

Police Tuesday said a cinder 
block and a piece of aluminum 
similar to what would be used in 
a rain gutter were recovered 
from near the broken door and 
taken into evidence, though 
neither item was definitely 
identified as the “tool bar” seen 
by deputies in the helicopter. 

The resident at that house, 
Bill Wong, 88, Tuesday told The 
Bee that he was unaware of 
events as they unfolded Sunday 
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Oil companies will give court a 
climate change science lesson 


BY STUART LEAVENWORTH 
sleavenworth@mcclatchydc.com 


A federal judge in San Fran- 
cisco Wednesday will preside 
over the nation’s first-ever court 
hearing on the science of cli- 
mate change, but don’t expect it 
to be a “Scopes Trial” for global 
warming research. 

The hearing stems from a 
state lawsuit that San Francisco 
and Oakland filed against the 
world’s biggest oil companies 
for their greenhouse gas emis- 
sions. U.S. District Judge Wil- 
liam Alsup agreed to move the 


case to his court, and in so do- 
ing, he ordered both sides to 
present him with a five-hour 
“tutorial” Wednesday on cli- 
mate change science. 

The hearing, first reported by 
McClatchy, is unusual and sure 
to be closely watched. But it 
promises to be far from a full- 
throated public debate on atmo- 
spheric science that some parti- 
sans have sought. Lawyers for 
Chevron, one of the defendants 
in the case, say the company 
accepts the international con- 
sensus that human activities are 
a main driver of the build-up of 
greenhouse gases in the atmos- 


phere, and the resulting warm- 
ing. 

“On Wednesday, Chevron 
will not be engaging in a debate 
on climate change science,” 
said Avi Garbow, a lawyer for 
the oil company and former 
general counsel for the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agen- 
cy. Instead, Chevron will offer 
Alsup “a neutral assessment of 
the science,” he said. 

Chevron, Exxon and other 
defendants in the case are pin- 
ning their hopes on persuading 
Alsup that the claims by San 
Francisco and Oakland have no 
merit. On Tuesday, they filed a 


motion to dismiss the lawsuit. 
The judge is expected to hear 
that motion at a hearing next 
month, after digesting Wednes- 
day’s tutorial. 

San Francisco and Oakland 
are among a number of coastal 
cities suing big oil over rising 
sea levels, which could have a 
major impact on them in the 
future. San Francisco, for in- 
stance, faces expenses of hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars to 
strengthen its defenses against 
seawater intrusion. 

Alsup, an inquisitive and 
sometimes idiosyncratic judge 
appointed by former President 
Bill Clinton, has a reputation of 
inviting litigants to school him 
with “tutorials” on highly tech- 
nical cases. Last year, he asked 
lawyers for a tutorial on self- 
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